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Monsieur le Premier ministre,
Monsieur le Président du Conseil régional, my dear friend Jean-Paul,
Mesdames et Messieurs les Ministres,
Mesdames et Messieurs les Députés,
Dear friends from abroad,
Mesdames et Messieurs responsables de l’ ADMD,
My dear friends,

I hope Dr Chaussoy, who is here this morning will forgive me for quoting this admirable phrase from his book:” Just as we need a midwife to bring a human being into the world, we need helpers, wise women and men to be there and to help him/her leave it peacefully.”

Yesterday at the Conseil Régional d’Ile de France ,which I am proud to belong to, and also at the Porte de Bagnolet I could greet each one of you with warmth and with respect for the work which each of you ,in his/her own way does to serve the same cause: the conquest of our final freedom.
After the friendly get- together ,here comes the time for working and reflecting, the moment to try to advance all together to help all those who in our respective countries expect    the government authorities  to  grant us the freedom to choose the conditions and the time to end our lives, as already possible in the state of Oregon, in Belgium, in the Netherlands, and as it will soon also be possible in Luxemburg and in the near future in Spain.
Why is it ,that what is already possible in Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg, what is currently practised in Switzerland , what is being prepared in Spain is still impossible in our own country?

Why could Hugo Claus benefit from a chosen death, accompanied by his wife and in total serenity just one hour and twenty minutes away from us (with the Thalys train) at the same time as in Plombières-les-Dijon, Chantal Sébire had to commit suicide alone and desperate, in total secrecy without taking the faces of her children in her eyes with her? I really don’t know.
I don’t know, but I am angry.

I am angry against our country which does not dare advance as soon as we are talking of the most important society problems, as soon as we are talking about granting new liberties and new rights.

I am angry with France’s president who gives us hope before he is elected and then sides with the Church once elected.

I am angry with the members of parliament- except with you, Mr Prime Minister and with you, Madame la Deputée, except with those who have the courage to stand up and to say: “ This can’t go on “, those who accept, against the constant opinion of 80 % of the French voters, to maintain a law which generates pain, useless suffering and absurd tragedies.
I am angry with Jean Léonetti, although he came out with a law in 2005 which was quite positive because it lets the patient avoid useless, life-prolonging treatments (if such is his/her wish) but who after having being asked to reassess his law ,is going to come to the conclusion that “everything is fine as it is” self- satisfied and with the kindly support of Rachida Dati. He might add: “ Are you suffering? Thanks to our end-of- life observatory, I can offer you to observe you while you suffer”
I am angry at all those, who in the name of their own ideology steal the most important of our lives away from us, the moment to say goodbye.

What is more beautiful than to die with one’ s eyes in the eyes of those who have shared the gentle moments of our lives ,with your hand in the hand of whoever has been leading you along the road , your heart serene, just torn between the sorrow of parting and the strong emotion the ones left behind transmit?

But who are all these people who dream of dying of a heart attack, sitting at their desk, having finished writing their memoires ; who are these people who, because they have doctors among their friends  or are doctors themselves know that they will receive the help and the compassion they deny us?

Well no! We do not believe that suffering should form part of living. It is only a part of surviving You and I who love life and because we love it, we do not just want to survive at any price.
And he who is talking to you right now has been living with the Hiv virus for many years and with cancer since a few weeks. But we do not prevent anybody from believing that suffering should be part of their lives. But please do not force us to agree with this philosophy. May I remind you that we are living in a secular republic?

Today we are here, you and me to say: we want a law for freedom. A law which would allow those who want it, to receive palliative care ( which only 15 % of the population actually get) and which is permanently quoted as to be the only or the best solution. We want a law to allow those who ask for it to get the maximum medical help possible to live longer. But also a law that allows those who decide to stop and say” That’s it…No further…My life has become a burden” to die peacefully .
But just as we do not want to have anyone impose their ideas on us, we do not want to impose ours on anybody else. That is why it is a law for freedom we ask for.
Today during our plenary assembly and after the words of president Huchon-to whom I want to remind of my affection and fidelity-we will have three sessions:
The first will be about: towards a French recognition of our final liberty

The second will be about: the recognition of our final liberty, a reality in the Netherlands, in Belgium, In Switzerland and in Luxemburg; tomorrow in Spain?

The third will be about: towards a global recognition of our final liberty.

Before concluding and giving the microphone to president Huchon who knows how happy I am to see him this morning accompanying me as always in these fights that are so important to me with his generosity, his kindness, his thoughtfulness, I would like to thank the voluntary workers of ADMD and the employees without whose help this 17th Congress would not have taken place. In less than 10 months, we had to find the rooms, organize 4 days of work, find the budget, mobilize the energies. I know that our Colombian friend who will take over the presidency in the days to follow and who initially was going to host this Congress, will have the kindness to personally thank all those who have been working non-stop since last December to organize this 17TH World Congress which I now declare has begun.
And I give the microphone with great pleasure to the president of the Regional Council, Jean- Paul Huchon, who is just back from a long and strenuous trip.

I can only repeat how much I value his friendship and how important it is to me.
